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SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 
A. BACKGROUND 

 
 1. Name of proposed project, if applicable:  

 
The City of Seattle Bicycle Master Plan, 2007 
 

 2. Name of applicant: 
 

City of Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT)  
 
 3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person: 

 
Contact:  Eric Widstrand 
Phone:   (206) 684-5106  
Physical address:  700 Fifth Ave, Suite 3900 
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 34996  

Seattle, WA  98124-4996 
 
 4. Date checklist prepared: June 4, 2007 
 

5. Agency requesting checklist: SDOT 
 
 6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): 

 
The Bicycle Master Plan will be submitted to the Seattle City Council in July 2007 for approval.  
The majority of Bicycle Master Plan projects will be implemented over a 10-year period, from 
2007 through 2017.  However, some projects mentioned in the plan are tied to larger SDOT 
projects that may be implemented outside of the 10-year timeframe. 

 
 7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or 

connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain. 
 

Yes.  The Bicycle Master Plan will be updated on a regular basis with input from neighborhood 
residents and interested organizations.  Individual projects will be added or expanded based on 
updates to the plan. 

 
 8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be 

prepared, directly related to this proposal. 
 

• Seattle Comprehensive Plan Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), March 1994 
• SDOT SEPA DNS for the Transportation Strategic Plan, 1998 
• SDOT SEPA DNS for the 2004 Transportation Strategic Plan Update, 2005 
• Northgate Coordinated Transportation Investment Plan FEIS, 2006 

  
 9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other 

proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain. 
 

Yes.  There are multiple projects currently pending governmental approval within the city of 
Seattle, including projects related to transportation and residential, commercial, and industrial 
development.  SDOT will consider the potential affects of development proposals on Bicycle 
Master Plan projects during the development and environmental review of individual projects. 
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 10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known. 
 

The Bicycle Master Plan is to be adopted as a City of Seattle Resolution.  Certain Bicycle Master 
Plan projects may require environmental or development permits, or government approvals for the 
acquisition of additional right-of-way. 

 
 11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the site of 

the project.  There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe 
certain aspects of your proposal.  You do not need to repeat those answers on this page.  
(Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information on project 
description.) 

 
The Seattle Bicycle Master Plan is a 10-year action strategy to make Seattle a world-class city for 
bicycling.  It provides a framework and specific actions to make bicycling a viable choice for a 
wide variety of trips.  Bicycling provides a cost-effective, healthy, and convenient means of 
transportation, which increases social interaction on streets, offers alternatives to driving on 
congested roadways, and reduces pollution.  Through the Bicycle Master Plan, Seattle will make 
its transportation system more environmentally, economically, and socially sustainable.   
 
Goals and Objectives of the Plan 
The Bicycle Master Plan was created to achieve two goals: 
 
• Goal 1: Increase use of bicycling in Seattle for all trip purposes.  Triple the amount of 

bicycling in Seattle between 2007 and 2017. 
• Goal 2: Improve safety of bicyclists throughout Seattle.  Reduce the rate of bicycle crashes by 

one third between 2007 and 2017. 
 
The City has identified four principal objectives to achieve the goals of the plan.  The objectives 
are supported by 38 specific actions and a number of strategic performance measures that will 
enable the city to monitor progress over time.  A summary of each objective is provided below.   
 
Objective 1 – Develop and maintain a safe, connected, and attractive network of bicycle facilities 
throughout the city.  The network will include bicycle lanes and other facilities on arterial 
roadways, a citywide bicycle route system, and the Urban Trails and Bikeways System.  A number 
of non-arterial streets with low traffic volumes and speeds will complete any gaps in the network.  
The Plan will improve safety at roadway crossings and maintenance of the bicycle network. 
 
Objective 2 – Provide supporting facilities to make bicycle transportation more convenient.  
Support facilities include integrated bicycle and transit services, adequate bicycle parking at all 
destinations, showers at employment centers, convenient repair services, and coordination with a 
variety of other essential components of a multi-modal transportation system.  Partnerships will be 
needed with area transit agencies and other service providers to accomplish these actions.   
 
Objective 3 – Identify partners to provide bicycle education, enforcement, and encouragement 
programs.  As the bicycle facility network is built and more people are encouraged to ride, new 
programs will be needed to educate bicyclists and motorists about how to co-exist safely in the 
roadway environment.  Partnerships will be needed between SDOT, the Seattle Police Department 
(SPD), the Bicycle Advisory Board, the Bicycle Alliance of Washington, and the Cascade Bicycle 
Club in order to accomplish this objective. 
 
Objective 4 – Secure funding and implement bicycle improvements.  In order to implement the 
plan, it will be necessary to include bicycle accommodations in all future transportation projects, 
secure grant funding, train staff, integrate the recommendations of the plan into city policies and 
regulations, and coordinate with other jurisdictions in the region.  In addition, new roadway design 
treatments will be evaluated for their effectiveness and performance measures will be used to 
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monitor progress over time.  Finally, it will be important to reassess priorities and update this plan 
in future years as new needs and opportunities are identified. 
 
Characteristics of the Bicycle Network 
The Bicycle Master Plan recommends the addition of 380 miles of new bicycle facilities that, when 
combined with existing facilities, will create a 450-mile network within one-quarter mile of 95 
percent of Seattle residents.  The network of bicycle facilities will provide access across the rivers, 
waterways, freeways, and rail corridors that are currently barriers to bicycling in the city, and 
create hundreds of miles of new bike lanes, bike routes, trails, and transit connections.  The 
recommended Bicycle Facility Network and supporting actions will serve all types of bicyclists—
from new bicyclists to experienced riders.   
 
Components of the Bicycle Facility Network include: 
 
• Bicycle facilities on arterial roadways—these facilities will provide direct access to transit 

stations, offices, businesses, residences, and other destinations.  This category includes bicycle 
lanes, climbing lanes, shared lane markings, and paved shoulders throughout the city. 

 
• Roadway crossing improvements—this category includes safety improvements to key 

intersections, particularly in locations where trails and signed bicycle routes cross arterial 
roadways.  Crossing improvements may include new traffic signals, pedestrian signal heads, 
curb extensions, median crossing islands, and other types of improvements. 

 
• A citywide Signed Bicycle Route System—this system of routes will connect all Urban 

Villages in Seattle.  Signed routes will extend along multi-use trails, bicycle boulevards, non-
arterial streets with low traffic speeds and volumes, and lower volume arterial streets with 
bicycle lanes. 

 
• A completed Urban Trails and Bikeways System—this system, adopted in the SDOT 

Transportation Strategic Plan (TSP), includes multi-use trails and streets with bicycle lanes 
that together form an interconnecting system. 

 
Implementation 
Short-Term Implementation (2007 to 2009): 
The plan recommends the installation of 133 miles of new bicycle facilities, including 55 roadway 
crossing improvements, 106 miles of signed bicycle routes, 8 miles of new bicycle boulevards, 53 
miles of shared lane markings, and 37 miles of bicycle lanes and climbing lanes on arterial 
roadways.  Some projects will be independent while others will be tied closely to repaving 
projects.  The city will also construct a key bicycle and pedestrian bridge (the Thomas Street 
Overpass) and add an additional two miles to the Urban Trails and Bikeways System.   
 
Medium-Term Implementation (2010 to 2012): 
The City of Seattle will install many additional miles of bicycle lanes, climbing lanes, and shared 
lane markings by reconfiguring certain arterial roadways throughout the city.  The city will also 
complete the Signed Bicycle Route System, complete the majority of the bicycle boulevards 
recommended in this Plan, install additional roadway crossing improvements, and construct 
additional sections of the Urban Trails and Bikeways System. 
 
Long-Term Implementation (2013 to 2017): 
The City of Seattle will complete the Urban Trails and Bikeways System, roadway crossing 
improvements, and the majority of bicycle facilities that are on arterial roadways.  Major 
construction projects to provide bicycle and pedestrian bridges and bicycle facilities in constrained 
roadway corridors are likely to be designed during this long-term timeframe. 
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Plan Outcomes 
Outcomes of implementing this Plan over the next 10 years include: 
 
• Bicycle facilities on 62 percent (295 miles) of Seattle’s arterial streets 
• A 230-mile system of signed bicycle routes, connecting all parts of Seattle 
• A signed route within ¼ mile of 72 percent of Seattle’s schools  
• 50 percent more (19 additional miles of new) multi-use trails 
• A bicycle facility within ¼ mile of 95 percent of Seattle residents 
 

 12. Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise 
location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, 
and range, if known.  If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or 
boundaries of the site(s).   Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and 
topographic map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by 
the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any 
permit applications related to this checklist. 

 
The Bicycle Master Plan applies to the entire city of Seattle. 

  
B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS 
 
 1. Earth 
  a. General description of the site (circle one): Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, 

other: 
 

The Bicycle Master Plan applies to the entire city of Seattle.  Topography varies from flat to 
rolling hills, including steep slopes in some areas. 

   
  b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? 

 
There are steep slopes of up to 40 percent or greater in some areas of Seattle.  However, the 
Bicycle Master Plan primarily focuses on improving existing city streets and public rights-of-way, 
which typically range from flat to 10 percent, with the steepest streets around 17 percent. 

   
  c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat, muck)?  

If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any prime farmland. 
 

Seattle has a variety of soil types, mostly glacial in nature.  There is no prime farmland within the 
city’s boundaries. 

     
d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? If so, 

describe. 
 

There are indications and history of unstable soils in certain locations within Seattle.  These 
locations have been designated by the City of Seattle as Environmentally Critical Areas (ECAs) 
and are subject to development restrictions.  SDOT will evaluate the stability of soils at the 
location of Bicycle Master Plan projects as required. 

   
  e. Describe the purpose, type, and approximate quantities of any filling or grading proposed.  

Indicate source of fill. 
    

Filling and grading may be required for the completion of some projects listed in the Bicycle 
Master Plan—specific types and quantities have not been determined at this time.  SDOT will 
evaluate any requirements for filling and grading during the implementation of individual projects. 
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  f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use?  If so, generally describe. 

  
Erosion could occur as a result of the construction of some Bicycle Master Plan projects due to 
grading or clearing activities.  It is not expected that erosion would occur from the use of projects 
once implemented.   

 
  g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project 

construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)? 
 

Generally, the Bicycle Master Plan projects will be constructed within existing paved rights-of-
way or other existing impervious surfaces.  However, SDOT will evaluate construction of any new 
impervious surfaces during project-specific environmental reviews. 

    
   h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any: 

 
When individual Bicycle Master Plan projects are ready for implementation, SDOT will avoid 
development within ECAs to the extent possible and conduct analyses of soil types and landslide 
potential at each project site during environmental review.  SDOT will follow City of Seattle 
Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction, the Stormwater 
Management Manual for Western Washington, and construction Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to control erosion and sediment runoff during the development and construction of 
Bicycle Master Plan projects. 

 
2. Air 

  a. What type of emissions to the air would result from the proposal (i.e. dust, automobile, odors, 
industrial, wood smoke) during construction and when the project is completed?  If any, 
generally describe and give approximate quantities if known. 

 
The Bicycle Master Plan will reduce automobile emissions through the creation of a safe, 
connected network of bicycle facilities throughout Seattle.  The first goal of the Bicycle Master 
Plan is to increase the use of bicycling in Seattle for all trip purposes and to triple the amount of 
bicycling in Seattle between 2007 and 2017.  As bicycling produces no pollution, each trip made 
by bicycle instead of by automobile would result in a reduction of emissions. 
 
Construction of Bicycle Master Plan projects will emit dust and odors from the use of standard 
construction equipment.  However, these emissions will be minor and temporary and transitory in 
nature. 

   
b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal?  If so, 

generally describe. 
 

There are no off-site sources of emissions or odor that would affect this proposal. 
   
  c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any: 

 
During the design and construction of Bicycle Master Plan projects, SDOT will follow City of 
Seattle Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction and BMPs to 
reduce construction-related air pollution and dust.  Once implemented, the Bicycle Master Plan 
projects would not generate any emissions or other impacts to air quality. 
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 3. Water 
  a. Surface: 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including year-round 
and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)?  If yes, describe type and provide 
names.  If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into. 

 
Seattle contains numerous creeks, streams, and other bodies of water, including the Duwamish 
Waterway and the Lake Washington Ship Canal, that flow into Lake Union, Lake Washington, and 
Puget Sound. 

    
2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described 
waters?  If yes, please describe and attach available plans. 

    
Certain Bicycle Master Plan projects may require work adjacent to the waters described above.  
SDOT will design all projects to comply with the State Shoreline Management Act, the Seattle 
Shoreline and Stormwater Drainage and Grading Codes, and all pertinent water quality regulations. 

    
3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed from 
surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.  Indicate the 
source of fill material. 

 
Certain Bicycle Master Plan projects may dredge or fill surface waters or wetlands.  SDOT will 
evaluate the amount and extent of dredge or fill activities during the environmental review phase of 
these projects as required. 

    
4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions?  Give general description, 
purpose, and approximate quantities if known. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not withdraw or divert any surface water aside from the potential 
dredge or fill activities mentioned in question B3a3. 

 
5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain?  If so, note location on the site plan. 
 
Certain Bicycle Master Plan projects will be located within the 100-year floodplain.  However, 
these projects will not provide any structural barrier to floodwaters.  SDOT will determine the 
precise location of any projects within the 100-year floodplain during the development of 
individual projects. 

    
6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters?  If so, describe 
the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not involve any discharge of waste material to surface waters.  
Bicycle paths are considered non-pollution generating impervious surfaces.  Please see question 
B3d. 

 
  b. Ground: 

1) Will ground water be withdrawn, or will water be discharged to ground water? Give general 
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not withdraw or discharge to ground water. 
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2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or other 
sources, if any (for example:  Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the following chemicals ...; 
agricultural; etc.).  Describe the general size of the system, the number of such systems, the 
number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number of animals or humans the system(s) 
are expected to serve. 

    
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not discharge waste material from septic tanks or other sources. 

 
  c. Water Runoff (including storm water): 

1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection and disposal, if 
any (include quantities, if known).  Where will this water flow?  Will this water flow into other 
waters?  If so, describe. 

 
The majority of Bicycle Master Plan projects will be developed within current paved street rights-
of-way.  These projects will not generate any additional runoff to that already existing.  Runoff will 
follow existing drainage patterns through city storm drain facilities, which ultimately drain to 
Puget Sound. 
 
Some projects will construct off-street multi-use trails or add paved shoulders to or widen existing 
roadways.  These projects could increase the amount of impervious surface, which could lead to 
greater storm water runoff.  SDOT will evaluate these projects during the design and 
environmental review phases to determine runoff quantity and drainage patterns.  

    
2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters?  If so, generally describe. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not generate waste materials once implemented.  Project 
construction could generate waste from equipment or materials that could enter ground or surface 
water.   
 

  d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, or runoff water impacts, if any: 
 

Bicycle paths are considered non-pollution-generating impervious surfaces; Bicycle Master Plan 
projects would not generate pollutants to surface water or ground water once implemented.  In 
addition, the Bicycle Master Plan is expected to reduce automobile vehicle miles traveled, which 
would result in a reduction of non-point source pollution from road runoff.   
 
Where projects add impervious surface that could increase storm water runoff, SDOT will ensure 
that water quality is maintained through the design and construction of appropriate drainage 
facilities.  Project construction will follow the City of Seattle Standard Specifications for Road, 
Bridge and Municipal Construction, the Stormwater Management Manual for Western 
Washington, and BMPs to reduce and control any potential surface, ground, or runoff water 
impacts from construction.  Projects will meet all City of Seattle drainage requirements for 
collection, detention, and treatment. 

 
 4. Plants 
 a. Check or circle types of vegetation found on the site: 
  __ deciduous tree:  alder, maple, aspen, other 

__ evergreen tree:  fir, cedar, pine, other 
__ shrubs,   __ grass,   __  pasture,  __ crop or grain 

  __ wet soil plants:  cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 
  __ water plants:  water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 

__ other types of vegetation 
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There is a wide variety of vegetation types found within the city of Seattle.  SDOT will conduct 
plant surveys as necessary for specific Bicycle Master Plan projects during the environmental 
review process. 

   
  b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will primarily install bicycle facilities within existing paved street 
rights-of-way.  The majority of projects will therefore not remove or alter any vegetation.  
However, some vegetation may need to be removed or altered during project construction in 
undeveloped locations.  SDOT will evaluate the type and amount of vegetation to be removed, if 
necessary, during the environmental review phase of each project.   

 
  c. List threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site. 

 
As of May 2007, there were no threatened or endangered plant species within the city of Seattle.  
However, the Washington Natural Heritage Program lists the presence of lesser bladderwort 
(Utricularia minor), a sensitive plant species, and a Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii)/Western 
Hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla)/Salal (Gaultheria shallon)/Western swordfern (Polystichum 
munitum) forest, a high quality terrestrial ecosystem within the Seattle city limits.  SDOT will 
evaluate the presence of these and other special status plant species during the environmental 
review phase of specific Bicycle Master Plan projects. 
   

  d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 
vegetation on the site, if any: 

 
Wherever possible, Bicycle Master Plan projects will preserve the maximum amount of green 
space when a trail corridor is developed and will add trees and landscaping to existing trail 
corridors.  SDOT will replace and/or repair any vegetation that has been removed or altered as part 
of project construction.  SDOT will comply with the City of Seattle Tree Protection Code and 
adhere to the goals outlined in the Seattle Urban Forest Management Plan. 
 

 5. Animals 
a. Circle any birds and animals that have been observed on or near the site or are known to be on 

or near the site: 
   birds:  hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other: 

_____________________________________________ 
   mammals:  deer, bear, elk, beaver, other: 

_____________________________________________ 
   fish:  bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other: 
   _____________________________________________ 

 
There is a wide variety of birds and animals found within the city of Seattle.  SDOT will conduct 
wildlife surveys as necessary for specific Bicycle Master Plan projects during the environmental 
review process. 

 
  b. List any threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site. 

 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) lists several threatened and 
endangered animal species within or near the city of Seattle.  These species include bald eagles 
(Haliaeetus leucocepahlus), Puget Sound Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), Puget 
Sound steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), and coastal-Puget Sound bull trout (Salvelinus 
confluentus).  WDFW also lists the Western pond turtle (Clemmys marmorata), which is a state 
threatened species but a federal species of concern.  SDOT will evaluate the presence of these and 
other priority species during the environmental review for individual Bicycle Master Plan projects.   
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  c. Is the site part of a migration route?  If so, explain. 
 

Portions of Seattle serve as a migration corridor for wildlife, such as the Lake Washington Ship 
Canal in north Seattle.  

   
  d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any: 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects are expected to preserve and improve air and water quality, which 
will help preserve and enhance wildlife habitat.  As discussed in questions B2a and B3d, the 
Bicycle Master Plan is expected to reduce automobile vehicle miles traveled, which would result in 
improved air and water quality through the reduction of air emissions and non-point source 
pollution.  Bicycle Master Plan projects would further preserve water quality through the 
improvement of drainage systems in certain locations and the addition of landscaping along trail 
corridors.  
 
SDOT will evaluate the presence of and any potential impacts to wildlife during the environmental 
review of individual projects.  Projects will be designed to avoid impacts to wildlife to the extent 
possible and, if necessary, appropriate mitigation measures will be used to minimize any potential 
impacts.  Project construction will follow the City of Seattle Standard Specifications for Road, 
Bridge and Municipal Construction and BMPs for the protection and preservation of wildlife. 

 
 6. Energy and Natural Resources 

a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet the 
completed project's energy needs?  Describe whether it will be used for heating, manufacturing, 
etc. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects would typically require oil (gasoline and diesel fuel) and electricity 
during the construction phase to operate equipment and periodically thereafter for routine 
maintenance and repair activities.  Projects that would add signals or lights to bicycle facilities 
would require electricity from the Seattle City Light power grid to operate. 

   
  b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?  If so, 

generally describe. 
 

Bicycle Master Plan projects would not affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent 
properties.  
    

  c. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal?  List 
other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any: 

 
The purpose of the Bicycle Master Plan is to increase the use of bicycle facilities throughout the 
City of Seattle for all trip purposes.  This will result in a reduction in the use of oil (gasoline and 
diesel fuel) energy used by automobiles.  
 

 7. Environmental Health 
a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk of fire 

and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal?  If so, 
describe. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not result in any environmental health hazards once 
implemented.  However, construction activities could uncover contaminated soils or result in 
potential environmental health hazards, such as exposure to toxic chemicals, hazardous waste, or 
spills.  SDOT will evaluate the potential for environmental health hazards during the 
environmental review of each project. 
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1) Describe special emergency services that might be required. 
 
No special emergency services will be required for this project.   
 
2) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any: 
 
Construction crews will have a Health and Safety Plan in place and will follow City of Seattle 
Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal Construction and BMPs to reduce and 
control any environmental health hazards that may result from construction. 
 

  b. Noise    
1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: traffic, 
equipment operation, other)? 

 
Many types of noise exist throughout Seattle, including noise from traffic and equipment 
operation.  This noise would not affect Bicycle Master Plan projects.  

    
2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a short-
term or a long-term basis (for example:  traffic, construction, operation, other)?  Indicate what 
hours noise would come from site. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not generate noise above ambient city levels once implemented.  
There would be short-term noise generated from the construction of individual projects, but these 
impacts would be temporary and transient in nature.  SDOT will evaluate the noise impacts from 
construction during the environmental review for individual projects.   
 
While construction activity will primarily occur between the hours 7:00 am and 5:00 pm, some 
projects, such as those that require a lot of in-street work, may require work at unusual hours in 
order to avoid peak traffic periods. 
    
3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: 

 
Project construction will follow City of Seattle Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge and 
Municipal Construction and BMPs to reduce and control any potential noise impacts from 
construction. 

 
 8. Land and Shoreline Use   
  a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? 

 
Seattle contains many land uses, ranging from dense urban industrial, commercial, and residential 
uses to natural open space. 

   
  b. Has the site been used for agriculture?  If so, describe.  

 
There are no commercial agricultural sites within Seattle. 
   

  c. Describe any structures on the site. 
 

Seattle contains many different structures.  
   
  d. Will any structures be demolished?  If so, what? 

 
Certain structures will be replaced as part of the Bicycle Master Plan as needed.  These structures 
include, but are not limited to, bicycle and pedestrian bridges that are reaching the end of their 
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lifespan.  SDOT will determine what structures will be replaced, if any, during the development of 
individual Bicycle Master Plan projects. 

   
  e. What is the current zoning classification of the site? 

 
Seattle contains many zoning classifications. 

   
  f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? 
 

Seattle contains many comprehensive plan designations. 
   

 g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site? 
 

Seattle has several shoreline designations within its boundaries. 
   

h. Has any part of the site been classified as an "environmentally sensitive" area?  If so, specify. 
 

The City of Seattle has designated Environmentally Critical Areas located through out the city.  
These areas are considered environmentally sensitive and include landslide-prone, liquefaction-
prone and flood-prone areas, wetlands, riparian corridors, steep slopes, fish and wildlife habitat 
conservation areas, and abandoned landfills. 
   

  i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project? 
 

According to the U.S. Census, the city of Seattle had a 2000 population of 563,374 and 569,241 
full-time equivalent workers in the city.  According to the City of Seattle, there was an estimated 
572,600 residents in 2004. 

   
  j. Approximately how many people would the completed project displace? 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not displace any people.  

   
  k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any: 

 
Not applicable. 
   

  l. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and project land uses and 
plans, if any: 

 
The Bicycle Master Plan is intended as functional plan to implement policies related to urban 
trails, bicycle facilities, and multimodal transportation systems outlined in previous plan 
documents.  These policies include those outlined in the Puget Sound Regional Council 
Destination 2030 plan; the Urban Village, Land Use, Transportation, and Neighborhood Plan 
Elements of Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan; the SDOT Transportation Strategic Plan; and 
Seattle’s Complete Streets ordinance.  The Bicycle Master Plan is also mentioned specifically as 
part of Seattle’s Climate Action Plan and Environmental Action Agenda. 

 
 9. Housing 
  a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any?  Indicate whether high, middle, or 

low-income housing. 
 

Bicycle Master Plan projects will not provide any housing units. 
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  b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated?  Indicate whether high, middle, or 
low-income housing. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not eliminate any housing units. 

   
  c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any: 

 
Not applicable. 
 

 10. Aesthetics 
  a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is the 

principal exterior building material(s) proposed? 
 

Bicycle Master Plan projects will primarily install bicycle facilities at street level.  Some projects 
may include the installation of bicycle parking facilities, traffic signals, lighting, or new bicycle 
and pedestrian bridges.  These structures would be constructed at the standard height and of 
standard materials for such facilities. 

   
  b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? 

 
Generally Bicycle Master Plan projects will be designed to blend in or enhance existing views in 
their locations.  SDOT will evaluate any view impacts during the environmental review phase for 
each individual project. 

 
  c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 

 
SDOT will determine measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts as necessary during the 
development and design of individual Bicycle Master Plan projects. 
 

 11. Light and Glare 
  a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce?  What time of day would it mainly occur? 
 

Traffic signals and lighting will be added to bicycle facilities as part of some Bicycle Master Plan 
projects.  The light produced by these projects will be similar to that of existing signals and street 
lights throughout the city.  The signals will operate 24 hours a day while bicycle facility lights 
would typically operate between dusk and dawn. 

 
  b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views? 

 
The purpose of adding signals and lights to bicycle facilities is to increase public safety by 
controlling traffic and illuminating darkened areas.  Controls will be used to minimize any light or 
glare from facility lights so that they would not pose a safety hazard or interfere with existing 
views (see question B11d).  Traffic signals do not generally produce enough light or glare to pose 
a safety hazard or interfere with views.   

   
  c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 

 
Existing off-site sources of light or glare will not affect this proposal. 
 
d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any: 

 
Lighting improvements along bicycle facilities will primarily be made by adjusting or enhancing 
existing light.  Lights would be shielded to focus illumination to specific areas and to reduce 
ambient glare to the extent possible.  Additional lighting will be added to areas where it is 
necessary to enhance safety and security, such as under bridges.  Traffic signals will be added to 
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intersections and other areas where necessary to provide safe crossing for bicycles and motor 
vehicles.  SDOT will design and implement measures, such as fixture style, wattage, and mounting 
height, to reduce and control light and glare as necessary during the development of individual 
Bicycle Master Plan projects. 
 

 12. Recreation 
  a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity? 

 
Seattle has many designated and informal recreational opportunities within its boundaries. 

   
  b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses?  If so, describe. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not displace any existing recreational uses.   
 

  c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any: 

 
Not applicable.  The Bicycle Master Plan will increase recreational opportunities through the 
development of a safe, connected, and attractive network of bicycle facilities throughout Seattle. 

 
 13. Historic and Cultural Preservation 
  a. Are there any places or objects listed on, or proposed for, national, state, or local preservation 

registers known to be on or next to the site?  If so, generally describe. 
 

Seattle has many places and objects listed on national, state, or local preservation registers.  
   
  b. Generally describe any landmarks or evidence of historic, archaeological, scientific, or cultural 

importance known to be on or next to the site. 
 

Seattle has several landmarks and evidence of historic, archeological, scientific, and cultural 
importance within its boundaries.  

   
  c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts, if any: 

 
SDOT will evaluate any potential impacts to historic and cultural resources during the 
environmental review of individual Bicycle Master Plan projects.  Projects will be designed to 
avoid impacts to historic and cultural resources to the extent possible and, if necessary, appropriate 
mitigation measures will be used to minimize any potential impacts. 

  
 14. Transportation 
  a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site, and describe the proposed access to the 

existing street system.  Show on site plans, if any. 
 

The Bicycle Master Plan concerns multiple public streets throughout Seattle.  The goal of the plan 
is to expand and better connect the existing network of on- and off-road bicycle facilities. 

 
  b. Is site currently served by public transit?  If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest 

transit stop? 
 

Seattle is served by several public transit agencies, including King County Metro, Sound Transit, 
Community Transit, Pierce Transit, and Washington State Ferries. 
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c. How many parking spaces would the completed project have?  How many would the project 
eliminate? 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects may add or eliminate motor vehicle parking depending on the type of 
bicycle facility implemented.  SDOT will evaluate any impacts to parking during the 
environmental review of individual projects. 

 
  d. Will the proposal require any new roads or streets, or improvements to existing roads or 

streets, not including driveways?  If so, generally describe (indicate whether public or private). 
 

Bicycle Master Plan projects will include improvements to existing public roads and streets 
through the addition of bicycle lanes, climbing lanes, shared lane markings, and paved shoulders.  
The projects will also improve roadway crossings through the addition of new traffic signals, 
pedestrian signal heads, curb extensions, and median crossing islands. 
 
SDOT will describe in greater detail any improvements to existing roads or streets during the 
design and development of individual Bicycle Master Plan projects. 

 
 e. Will the project use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air transportation?   If 

so, generally describe. 
 

Bicycle Master Plan projects will construct crossings over or under water and rail transportation 
facilities where they intersect with bicycle routes.  These crossings could include the simple 
addition of a marked dedicated lane, structural improvements to existing crossings, or new 
crossing structures.  SDOT will evaluate any impacts to water and rail transportation facilities 
during the environmental review of individual projects. 

   
  f. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project?  If known, 

indicate when peak volumes would occur. 
 

A goal of the Bicycle Management Plan is to triple the amount of bicycling in Seattle by 2017 
through the development of a safe, connected, and attractive network of bicycle facilities.  The 
plan will lead to a reduction in motor vehicle trips to the extent that bicycles are used for trips that 
would otherwise be made by automobile. 
 
Project construction may lead to temporary increases in vehicular trips by construction equipment 
at individual project locations.  SDOT will evaluate any increases in vehicular traffic during the 
environmental review of individual projects. 

  
 g. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any. 

 
As mentioned previously, the Bicycle Master Plan seeks to improve transportation conditions 
within Seattle.  SDOT will evaluate any potential impacts to transportation from construction 
activities during the environmental review of individual projects. 

 
 15. Public Services   

a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example:  fire protection, 
police protection, health care, schools, other)?  If so, generally describe. 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not increase the need for public services. 

    
b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any. 

 
Not applicable. 
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 16. Utilities 
  a. Circle utilities currently available at the site:  electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, 

telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system, other. 
 

All the abovementioned utilities are available within Seattle.  
   
  b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, and the 

general construction activities on the site or in immediate vicinity which might be needed. 
 

Construction of Bicycle Master Plan projects may relocate some above- and below-ground 
utilities.  Once implemented, some projects would use the Seattle City Light electrical utility to 
operate traffic signals and lights.  SDOT will evaluate any impacts to utilities during the 
environmental review of individual projects.  

 
C. Signature 
 
 The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand the lead agency is 

relying on them to make its decision. 
 

  
Signature:  [SIGNATURE ON FILE]   Date submitted:________________ 

  
  Eric Widstrand, P.E. 
  Traffic Operations Manager, SDOT 
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 D. SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS 
 

 Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction with the list of the 
elements of the environment. 

 
 When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of activities likely to result from the proposal, 

would affect the item at a greater intensity or at a faster rate than if the proposal were not implemented.  Respond briefly and in 
general terms. 

 
 1. How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; production, 

storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise? 
 

Certain Bicycle Master Plan projects may increase runoff from storm water.  Projects developed within 
existing paved street rights-of-way would not generate any additional runoff to that already existing.  
However, projects that widen existing streets or that are constructed outside of existing street rights-of-way 
could increase the amount of impervious surface, which could lead to greater storm water runoff.   
 
Project construction activities may produce or release toxic or hazardous substances, such as mechanical 
fluids from construction equipment.  Construction activities would also generate noise, although the impacts 
would be temporary and transitory in nature. 

 
Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are: 

 
Bicycle paths are considered non-pollution-generating impervious surfaces.  Bicycle Master Plan projects 
would not generate pollutants to surface water or ground water.  In addition, the Bicycle Master Plan is 
expected to reduce automobile vehicle miles traveled, which would result in a reduction of non-point source 
pollution from road runoff.  Where projects may increase storm water runoff, SDOT will ensure that water 
quality is maintained through the design and construction of improved drainage facilities; projects will meet 
all City of Seattle drainage requirements for collection, detention, and treatment. 
 
Project construction will follow the City of Seattle Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal 
Construction, the Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington, and BMPs to reduce and 
control any potential discharges to water, emissions to air, release of hazardous substances, and production 
of noise from construction activities. 
 

 2. How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life? 
 

Bicycle Master Plan projects will primarily involve modifications to streets within developed public rights-
of-way.  As a result, the Bicycle Master Plan is not likely to affect animals, fish, or marine life.  However, 
some projects may require vegetation removal during construction. 
 

Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are: 
 
SDOT will design projects to avoid impacts to plant and wildlife species to the extent possible.  Projects 
will preserve the maximum amount of green space when a trail corridor is developed and will add trees and 
landscaping to existing trail corridors where possible.  SDOT will evaluate the presence of and impacts to 
plants, animals, fish, and marine life during the environmental review of Bicycle Master Plan projects.  If 
necessary, SDOT will develop mitigation measures to avoid or minimize any potential effects.  

   
 3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources? 

 
Bicycle Master Plan projects will not deplete energy or natural resources. 
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 4. How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or areas 
designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks, wilderness, 
wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or cultural sites, 
wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands? 

 
Construction of Bicycle Master Plan projects may dredge or fill surface waters or wetlands, or affect other 
environmentally sensitive areas or areas designated for governmental protection. 
 

Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are:  
 
SDOT will evaluate any impacts to sensitive or protected areas during the environmental review of 
individual projects and, if necessary, develop mitigation measures to avoid or minimize any potential 
effects.  

 
 5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it would 

allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans? 
 

Bicycle Master Plan projects will be designed to comply with all applicable land and shoreline use plans 
and regulations.  Projects will not affect land and shoreline use or allow or encourage land and shoreline 
uses incompatible with existing plans.   

 
 6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public services and 

utilities? 
 

The Bicycle Master Plan is meant to decrease demand on Seattle’s motor vehicle transportation system 
through the promotion of bicycling for all trip purposes.  Certain Bicycle Master Plan projects will increase 
demand on public utilities to supply electricity for new traffic signals and lights; however, compared to the 
existing demand for electricity the increase will be negligible.   

  
7.  Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or 

requirements for the protection of the environment. 
 

The Bicycle Master Plan is consistent with local, state, and federal laws or requirements for the protection 
of the environment.  It is intended as functional plan to implement policies related to bicycle facilities and 
multimodal transportation systems outlined in previous documents.  These policies include those outlined in 
the Puget Sound Regional Council Destination 2030 plan; the Urban Village, Land Use, Transportation, 
and Neighborhood Plan Elements of Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan; the SDOT Transportation Strategic 
Plan; and Seattle’s Complete Streets ordinance.  The Bicycle Master Plan is also mentioned specifically as 
part of Seattle’s Climate Action Plan and Environmental Action Agenda.  These policies and plans promote 
bicycling as an environmentally friendly, safe, and healthy means of transportation. 


